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The African Who 
Wanted to Fly 70m 
Samantha Biffot (Gabon, 
China)

1979. Gabon, 
Central Africa. Luc, a 

9 year-old boy sees 
for the first time a 

Kung Fu movie and 
it's a revelation: 

Chinese can fly. It 
becomes Luc's 

obsession to fly like 
them. Luc has now 

been living for 31 
years in China, 

mastering wushu, 
and acting in Kung fu 

movies.



BURKINABE RISING: The Art of 
Resistance in Burkina 
Faso72mLara 
Lee (Bulgaria/Burkina Faso)

• A small landlocked country in 
West Africa, Burkina Faso is home 
to a vibrant community of artists, 
musicians, engaged citizens who 
carry on the revolutionary spirit of 
Thomas Sankara, killed in a coup 
d'état led by his best friend and 
advisor Blaise



Just to Let You Know That I’m Alive: Women's Optimism in the Face of Oppression 64m

Emanuela Zuccala, Simona Ghizzoni (Saharawi Arab Democratic Republic, Italy

• Since 1975, Saharawi people live half in Western 
Sahara and half in refugee camps in Algeria divided 
by a 2,700 km wall built by Morocco during the 
war. “Just to Let You Know That I’m Alive” gives 
voice to Saharawi women who were victims of 
violence, both in Western Sahara and in the 
Saharawi refugee camps in Algeria. Reconstructing, 
through their testimonies, diaries and old 
photographs, the history of the Saharawi people 
from a female and intimate perspective. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1fKNLNX7tw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1fKNLNX7tw


Living as 
Brothers | 
Kevin 
Fraser (Canada)
88m

• 'Living as Brothers' looks at the lives of Jamaican migrant men toiling in the 
orchards of Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada, unseen by the thousands of tourists who 
descend on the small town each year. In their own words, these men, some of 
whom have been returning for over twenty years, tell of the second life they've 
created for themselves in Canada, the reasons for their making this journey, and 
their struggles back in rural Jamaica. Told over a season of picking fruit, their story 
is arduous, stressful, precarious, offering few second chances, but is ultimately one 
of brotherhood. Trailer for Documentary: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLgxtgdu_n8

• Trailer Shows:  More than 130 migrant agriculture workers from Mexico and the 
Carribean were stranded and shortchanged at an Ontario farm when the farmer left 
town — and left the workers unpaid. Each season more than 28,000 migrant 
workers toil in Canada's fields, greenhouses and orchards. They come to Canada 
under a federal program that offers them little protection against abuse, 
exploitation or not getting paid. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8_m_CmnUW4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wLgxtgdu_n8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8_m_CmnUW4


GREEN & YELLOW 19M

Miquel Galofre (Trinidad and Tobago) 

Intimate conversations with homeless 

people in the Caribbean island of Trinidad 

and Tobago. With Sketch and Yankee.

TRAILER:https://youtu.be/tTV7ApSSNMg

https://youtu.be/tTV7ApSSNMg


Seeds of Hope Fiona Lloyd-Davies (Congo, 
United Kingdom) 71m

• In a corner of Eastern Congo one woman puts herself at risk 
every day to help thousands of Congolese rape survivors embark 
on a journey of healing. Seeds of Hope tells the story of Masika, 
herself the victim of multiple rapes, who runs a center that helps 
other rape survivors and children born from rape come to terms 
with what they have lived through. The women and children 
farm a small patch of land together that provides them with an 
income, a sense of stability and a form of therapy. However, the 
battle against endemic rape is far from over. Filmed over two 
years, Seeds of Hope takes us deep into the lives of women and 
children rarely seen. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKYclYglmPg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NKYclYglmPg


Hypen-nation14mSamah 
Ali (Canada)

• A conversation with five women, "hyphen-
nation" looks at what it means to be a black 
woman in Canada after growing up in a 
culturally-steeped home, both domestically 
and internationally, and how it influences 
one’s identity.



The Honest Struggle58mJustin Mashouf (USA) 
58m

• The Honest Struggle is the 
story of a devout Muslim ex-
offender and his journey re-
entering society after being 
incarcerated 3 times. The 
film follows Sadiq, an 
energetic 55 year old man 
who has spent the majority 
of his life behind bars. Sadiq 
is chosen to live in a unique, 
faith-based reentry home in 
the Southside of Chicago.



Re-embarque/Reshipment 60m
Gloria Rolando (Cuba, Haiti)

• In the early 20th century, thousands of Haitian laborers 
worked the coffee plantations and sugarcane fields of Cuba, 
influencing the island’s music, language and culture. But 
when the market crashed, in the 1930s, many were expelled 
— sent back across the Windward Passage like so many 
damaged goods. The film, by one of Cuba’s foremost 
documentarists, revisits this forgotten chapter, recounting 
both the memories of Haitian families and the discrimination 
suffered by their Cuban descendants. The result is part 
Caribbean social history and part homage to the dreams and 
hardships of the immigrant experience. TRAILER: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGDF1x_CvRQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGDF1x_CvRQ


Covered with 
the Blood of 

Jesus 70m
Tommaso

Cotronei (Italy, 
Nigeria)

• Documentary film that explores the condition of 
the region of the Niger Delta, where oil companies 
exploit the wells by closing our eyes to the poverty 
of the surrounding population, often polluting land 
and sea.

• TRAILER: https://vimeo.com/244806819

https://vimeo.com/244806819


The Life and Times of Elizabeth Keckly 42m
Tim Reid (USA)

• Elizabeth Keckly, although born enslaved 
within a few miles of Petersburg, has just 
become recognized for her amazing story. 
After purchasing her own freedom and 
moving to Washington, DC in 1860, 
Keckly soon developed an elite clientele 
among the women of the nation’s capital 
for her dressmaking skills. Her skills 
brought her to the attention of First Lady 
Mary Todd Lincoln, and she became the 
First Lady’s favorite dressmaker and later 
her confidante, and personal and 
traveling companion. Even today, the 
recognition of her drive and 
perseverance can provide significant 
inspiration to young people, and 
struggling adults. The documentary was 
able to recreate several important 
moments in her history as well as 
interview a number of regional, state, 
and national experts to bring her story to 
life.



Life in Progress DIRECTED BY Irene Loebell (South 
Africa, Switzerland)

• 99m

• In a rundown township near Johannesburg, three youngsters from 
troubled backgrounds are right in the middle of the great adventure of 
coming of age. All members of the dance group Taxido, which provides a 
living while improving their prospects, their days are filled with 
rehearsals and performances. In Jerry, founder, choreographer and 
manager of the troupe, in spite of his frightful past they find the 
guidance lacking from their upbringings. Seipati, 18, lives with her 
overburdened grandmother and is proud of the trophies she has 
received as the group’s dancing queen. Venter, 19, is relieved that 
dancing keeps him from the wrong path. Ladies’ man, Tshidiso, 20, 
always on the phone dealing with one of his eleven girlfriends, conquers 
not only girls but also Taxido audiences with his charm. The youngsters 
receive praises wherever they performe their wild dance routines, 
homegrown on the streets of their township, Though back in their hovels 
they face again the daily grind of poverty added to by the sometimes 
aggressive treatment Jerry uses to keep them away from the violence of 
the streets. But then the youngsters start to rebel when other interests 
take hold. Twenty years after apartheid’s end, ‘Life In Progress’ delivers a 
close insight into the lives of three adolescents living in a rundown 
township called Katlehong, a Sotho word for “progress”.

• Trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vA7EJc_q5jE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vA7EJc_q5jE


Fare Ta - Land Of Dance 17m
Idrissa Camara
(Guinea, United Kingdom)

• Dancing is part of our identity, it’s part of 
who we are, how we express ourselves. Fara
Ta - Land of Dance is a first attempt to 
document some of the dance practices in 
Guinea, West Africa and pose the question 
on what is meant by "traditional" African-
dance. The film maker went back to Guinea 
to record the urban and village dance 
practices. Wales, the film maker’s new home 
country is often called the "Land of Song," so 
then surely Guinea must be "the land of 
Dance!”


